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8701 OTTERBURN ROAD, SUITE 101 
AMELIA, VIRGINIA 23002 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S NEWS 
  

TO:  MEMBERS OF THE SCHOOL BOARD 

FROM:  THE DESK OF JACK MCKINLEY, SUPERINTENDENT 

SUBJECT:  SUPT’S NEWS FOR FEBRUARY 17, 2017

FROM THE SUPT’S DESK 
 
THANKS SCHOOL BOARD 
Thank you to the School Board members for your attendance at our student recognition assembly and 
our board recognition reception last Monday. It was a great day for recognizing our students and for the 
great work that we are doing together. 
 
WALKTHROUGH OBSERVATIONS 
On Wednesday, all administrators participated in walkthrough observations of our high school teachers. 
We observed positive examples of student engagement. We are appreciative of their hard work. 
 
PRINCIPALS’ MONTHLY MEETING 
On Wednesday, we conducted our monthly Principals’ Meeting and had great professional development 
related to communication, innovation, discipline, teacher evaluation, and assessments.  
 
GO RAIDERS!  BASKETBALL  
Once again, congratulations to our Boys’ and Girls’ Varsity basketball teams for their continued success 
at regional play. Also, Caleb Gowin and Andrew Ford will be competing at the state level for Varsity 
Wrestling tomorrow. 
 
SCHOOL BOARD FY18 BUDGET WORK SESSION REMINDER 
The School Board FY18 Budget Work Session is scheduled for Thursday, February 23rd from 9 AM to 3 

PM at the School Board Office. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL – MRS. REASONER WRITES: 

Academics:   Our 2nd and 3rd grade teachers participated in an extended planning/professional 

development session on February 13, 2017 from 8:30 AM to 10:15 AM facilitated by Mrs. Karen 

Watkins, a retired elementary math teacher consultant.  Mrs. Watkins has been working with our 

teachers since October on various aspects of math professional development including number 

relationships, flexible strategies and Number Talks.  Mrs. Watkins will return to ACES in March to work 

with our 3rd and 4th grade teachers on multiplication flexible strategies.  We met with 2nd grade 

teachers this week to discuss progress of our intensive and marginal readers as well as our Gap Group 1 

and Gap Group 2 students.  Our 3rd and 4th grade students completed the reading benchmark 

assessment this week and we are extremely pleased with the number of students who have significantly 
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increased their reading score in comparison to the December reading benchmark assessment.  We will 

be meeting with 3rd and 4th grade teachers next week in grade level PLC meetings to discuss the 

reading benchmark item analysis, examine growth of particular students and make plans to tweak our 

various reading intervention small groups.  Our SOL afterschool tutoring program began this week and 

we are providing tutoring services in reading for a group of 3rd and 4th grade students, on Tuesdays-

Wednesdays-Thursdays.   We continue observing teachers both formally and informally this week and 

holding post-observation conferences.  Pending weather, all formal and informal observations 

for professional staff will be completed by February 28, 2017.    For Black History Month, our resource 

team is providing instruction on various aspects of black history during a six day resource rotation.   We 

are also planning for an optional book study to be launched over Spring Break.  Team leaders and other 

teachers will be encouraged to read Stephen Covey's book "The Leader in Me" to start conversations 

regarding our school climate and our focus on academic excellence and student leadership. We are 

continuing to challenge every parent with "One Hour is Power", in an effort to encourage those that are 

eligible to please volunteer at least 1 hour at school during 2017.  Our "Marvelous Reading Challenge" 

continues, where students are encouraged to complete their reading goals for the year.  We also are in 

partnership with the Richmond Flying Squirrels, where students who read at least 8 books between now 

and Spring Break will receive a free ticket to the baseball game on Friday, April 21, 2017. 

Arts:  This week our students have completed several different art and writing related projects for 

our upcoming school board recognition. Our students will be making clay projects in time for Mother's 

Day.  We are participating in the VSBA state art contest.  We are also preparing for a Family Writing 

Night and recorder concert scheduled for Monday, February 27, 2017.   

Athletics: Our students continue to attend PE instruction twice during each 6 day resource 

rotation.  Bethany Shilan continues to provide a weekly dance party/exercise class in our gym every 

Wednesday afternoon at 4:30 P.M.  Many of our students attend fall and winter sports with Amelia 

Parks and Recreation.   

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL – DR. TANNER-ANDERSON WRITES: 

Greetings from Dr. T-A and Mr. Cummins! 

We enjoyed another rich week of growing, learning, and making change at ACMS! 

After-school remedial enrichment began this week for English and math in preparation for the 

upcoming Standards of Learning (SOL) assessments.   

We celebrated Random Acts of Kindness Week by encouraging and acknowledging kindness 

throughout our school family this week. Students made and distributed Valentine’s for our bus 

drivers, cafeteria staff, central office staff, and even 4th graders who will be joining us next 

year.  
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On Monday, we honored students for academic, artistic, musical, and athletic accomplishments 

at the school board recognition meeting at ACHS.  We also provided a gift of appreciation for 

our amazing school board at the monthly school board meeting later that evening.   

We held our monthly professional learning faculty meeting on Tuesday, highlighting this 

month’s theme of promoting a love for reading and writing across content areas.  

On Wednesday, Dr. Tanner-Anderson joined her building-level and central office colleagues for 

the monthly principals’ meeting.  

Today, we will hold our gym PRIDE incentive for good behavior and our VDOE representative 

will return to review lesson plans, discuss assessments, and meet with administration.   

Next week, we will continue to grow and glow!  

On Monday, February 20, ACPS will be closed in observance of Presidents’ Day.   

On Tuesday, February 21, grade levels will meet for their monthly team collaboration.   

Then, on Thursday, February 23, ACMS will celebrate Digital Learning Day!  We have several 

lessons planned throughout the building to showcase digital literacy and technology 

exploration across content areas.  We will also have club day on Thursday for students to meet 

with their respective clubs.  Later that evening, the ACMS advanced band will be giving their 

pre-assessment concert with the ACHS symphonic band at 7:30 in the ACHS auditorium.   

Finally, on Friday, our VDOE representative will return to review assessment data, conduct 

observations, and meet with administration.   

Thank you, as always, for your continued support of our Amelianaire staff and students!   

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL – MRS. SALLEY WRITES: 

Amelia County High School Supt’s News 

ACHS Administration writes… 

On Monday, February 13th, we started the week off strong as we 

prepared for a busy afternoon at ACHS. Throughout the morning, our 

culinary arts students worked to prepare food for the afternoon’s 

reception, and Mrs. Booker and several other staff worked diligently to 

decorate and prepare our reception area.  
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However, it wasn’t all party planning throughout the day. Mrs. Ferrara worked throughout the 

day with approximately twenty of our senior students in need of SOL credits for graduation as 

they completed a variety of tests. These students have been working hard in remediation in the 

past weeks, and we hope they had great success! 

Finally, while it’s always hard to have students miss class, the recognition program held before 

the reception was a great event. It’s important to recognize the great things that our students 

(and teachers) do each and every day, and we really have had a lot of students accomplish 

great things in the past year. At the reception in the afternoon, we had excellent performances 

from our band and chorus students and some additional entertainment and diversion from 

Mrs. Stargardt’s Lionhead rabbits.  

On Tuesday, February 14th, during the day things 

settled down a little bit for us as we moved toward 

the holiday weekend. As our benchmark testing was 

starting the next day with our History department 

(and the rest of the subjects starting in the next school 

days), our teachers worked to review key concepts 

with their students and provide entertaining and 

engaging test preparations. However, things got 

rowdy again at night as our Amelia Raiders boys’ 

basketball team continued their stellar season with a 

win against Brunswick!  

On Wednesday, February 15th, we were excited to welcome our division principals and central 

office staff for another round of walkthrough observations. We were excited for our observers 

to see some interesting differentiation strategies at work and new programs and initiatives in 

action in our classrooms. Also, our history department started benchmark testing. 

On Thursday, February 16th, our English department started benchmark testing. For our 

juniors, this test is serving as their final simulation test prior to their writing SOL near the end of 

March. Between the data gathered here and in the written composition simulation last week, 

we will be well prepared to assist our students with this landmark on their path to graduation. 

Also on Thursday, Mr. Crane took seventeen students on a trip to the Amelia County Circuit 

Court to observe a criminal trial in action. This type of real world experience is a great one for 

our students to have to see how their class activities connect with life beyond our walls. 

Now, on Friday, February 17th, we’re excited for the weekend ahead and for the boys’ 

basketball game this evening! Come out to see our Raiders take down Maggie Walker and 

continue their successful season even deeper into the playoffs! 

 



5 
FRIDAY NEWS 

 

Mr. Twitty, ACHS guidance assistant and boys’ basketball coach, writes… 

The Amelia Raiders boys’ basketball team defeated Brunswick earning the Conference 34 Quad 

Rivers Championship. The Raiders are having a really great season and are looking to continue 

that when regional play begins on Friday, February 17th. They will be hosting Maggie Walker at 

7pm, and we hope that you will all come out and support them. Get there early. The crowd has 

been increasing every game! 

Ms. Gary, ACHS Physical Education teacher and girls’ basketball coach, writes... 

On Friday, March 10th, we will be taking a group of young ladies from the high school to an 

event called Cinderella dreams. Cinderella dreams is a free prom dress event where young 

ladies can go and pick out a dress, shoes, jewelry, and makeup for just a five dollar donation to 

the Midlothian Junior Women's Club.  We are in need of chaperones for the trip to help these 

young ladies pick out the perfect dress. This is the fifth or sixth year we have taken students to 

this awesome event and it is by far one of the most rewarding things that we do.  Our plan is to 

leave the high school around 3:15 PM on March 10th and return no later than 9 PM. The event 

is being held at Westchester Commons shopping center in Midlothian. If you cannot attend but 

would like to sponsor a girl by making a five dollar donation feel free to send your donation 

through school mail to my attention at the high school. I will make sure you receive a receipt.  

This year's prom will be held on April 1st at Fort Pickett with the after prom immediately 

following at Nottoway Lanes bowling alley. 

 

On another note, our girls’ basketball teams have had great seasons! The JV girls’ basketball 

team are the 2016-17 James River district champions with a final record of 16-1, and the Varsity 

girls’ basketball team has advanced to the regional tournament and will play Friday at either 

Bruton.  
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As part of the safety, first aid, and CPR curriculum we discussed first aid and 

practiced taking off gloves and how to properly dispose of them in our 9th 

grade Health classes. All 9th graders were given a pair of purple gloves to 

keep in their backpack. Students are loving the CPR lessons in 9th grade 

health! 

 

 

Mrs. Harris, ACHS Science department chair and BETA 

sponsor, writes… 

Congratulations to the BETA club for a job well done at the 

State Convention in Williamsburg this past weekend.  Sheridan 

Connor, Olivia Hawkins, Kristen Allen, and Hannah Morris 

placed 1st in the Banner competition; Ryan Dawson, Bryan 

Harris, Coleman Johnson, Peter Rupkey, and Joey Talley placed 

2nd in the BETA Build competition; Coleman Johnson placed 

2nd on the Agriculture test; and Karina Flores-Garcia placed 

3rd on the Spanish test. The club has earned the right to 

compete in each of these events at the National Convention in Orlando, Florida in June.  The 

club was also awarded the GOLD Key Award because of an increase in club attendance at the 

convention.  Members competed against students from all across the state.  There were 

approximately 800 students in attendance. 

 

Ms. Green, ACHS Science teacher and wrestling coach, writes… 

The Amelia County High School Wrestling team traveled to 

Strasburg Virginia on February 9th and 10th to participate in the 

2A East Regional Wrestling Tournament. Amelia placed eighth 

with 77 points out of a total of 22 schools. Andrew Ford placed 

third at the 138 pound weight class and Caleb Gowin placed 

fourth at the 145 pound weight class. Both Andrew Ford and 

Caleb Gowin will advance to the Virginia State Wrestling 

Tournament which will be held in Salem Virginia on February 

17th and 18th. State alternates include Austin Yogi and Nick Morris, who each placed fifth in 

their respective weight classes, and Carson Yogi who placed sixth. 
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Mrs. Stargardt, ACHS Agriculture teacher 

and FFA sponsor, writes... 

On Friday, February 10th, the ACHS FFA 

chapter held its February meeting.  

Members were prepped on upcoming FFA 

Week activities and competed in several 

"Minute to Win It" style games.  A 

champion was crowned and students were 

rewarded with their favorite thing - candy! 

 

Ms. Tamayo, ACHS College Adviser, writes… 

On Friday, February 10th, Mrs. William’s fourth period class participated in a DreamWakers 

flashchat. DreamWakers is a national nonprofit organization that harnesses technology to 

connect classroom learning to real-world careers. Using free video chat services, DreamWakers 

virtually links top professionals working across a variety of industries in the public and private 

sectors high-need classrooms. Each virtual session, called a “flashchat,” lasts 45 minutes and is 

designed to shed light on the real world applicability of course lessons, while at the same time 

empowering and inspiring students to prepare for personal and professional opportunities. The 

guest speaker was Ms. Ann Merchant who is the Deputy Executive Director for Communications 

at the National Academies of Science, Engineering, and Medicine in Washington, D.C. The 

students were allowed to have a 30 minute Q&A session with Ms. Merchant to discuss her 

professional career, her daily tasks, and how science in general can be applied to everyday life. 


